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Minutes from the meeting of February 25, 2015 
 

Board Members present: Mertin Betts (Chair), Lucy Murray-Brown, Beverly Sealey.  
 
City Staff Present: Executive Secretary Brian Corr, Deputy Superintendent Steve DeMarco, Project & 
Outreach Coordinator, V. Muna Kangsen 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:03 PM. 
 
Review and approval of Minutes 
The Board reviewed the minutes from the February 11, 2015 meeting and approved them unanimously on 
a motion from Board Member Murray-Brown seconded by Board Member Sealey. 
 
Executive Secretary’s Report 
In response to the call for submissions by the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing, Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government (HKS) hosted a special series of four student-led discussions in February 
2015, “The Future of Policing”, involving more than 100 students, academics, police professionals and 
community leaders. Executive Secretary Corr participated in two of the sessions, along with Commissioner 
Haas of the Cambridge Police Department, former New York City Council speaker Christine Quinn, and 
former New York City Police Chief Philip Banks. The submission to the President’s Task Force focused on the 
issues of legitimacy, community policing, the importance of civilian oversight, transparency, accountability 
and the need for evidence-based research on strategies that are successful.  In addition, Corr noted that 
NACOLE’s president, Brian Buchner, testified in person to the task force and that NACOLE has submitted 
also extensive written testimony. Project & Outreach Coordinator Kangsen reported that he had scheduled 
outreach visits to Just-A-Start for March 13 and 20, and outreach visits to Rindge Towers are scheduled for 
March 12 and 19.   
 
Professional Standards Unit Report 
Two sergeants will be promoted to the rank of lieutenant and six patrol officers to sergeant on March 2. As 
part of hiring 10 new police officers, the Professional Standards Unit is conducting background 
investigations.  The next police exam will take place on April 25, 2015, and the deadline to register for the 
exam is March 26. The CPD will hold an informal open house for people interested in taking the exam on 
March 9, from 6:00 to7:30 PM. During the open house, guests will receive a tour of the Department and 
there will be people to answer questions. The Cambridge Police Department (CPD) is now working with the 
Youth Council and Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, coming out of the dialogue that began with CRLS 
student protests in the aftermath of the death of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. The CPD now has 
4000 followers on Twitter, increasing the department’s two-way communication efforts. The CPD is 
working with faith-based partners and the Peace Commission on a gun buy-back program that uses a 
public-health approach of safety and turning in firearms that are unwanted, rather than a traditional 



approach of targeting gangs. This is currently scheduled for late May. Individuals who turn in their guns will 
be given gift cards. The guns will be tested to determine if they have been used in a crime and/or were 
stolen. 
 
The CPD has recently hired a full-time social worker with a special focus on the area of domestic violence, 
and who is part of the CPD’s work with the Cambridge Arlington Belmont High Risk Assessment and 
Response Team (CAB HART). 
 
Discussion of Training for Board Members 
Board members discussed participating in various trainings including: ride/walk alongs, firearms, legal, and 
a training on how the CPD deals with citizens who have mental health problems. Board members discussed 
the best times to hold these trainings. Board Members also discussed holding trainings on a Wednesday 
evening in lieu of Police Review & Advisory Board meeting. 
 
Consideration of Complaints before the Board 
Board Member Murray-Brown moved that the Board go into executive session to review complaints 
pursuant to M.G.L. Chap. 30A, Sec. 21 (a) (1). The motion was seconded by Board Member Sealey and 
approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Adjournment 
After reconvening in regular session, Board Member Sealey moved that the Board adjourn. The motion was 
seconded by Board Member Murray-Brown and approved by unanimous vote. The meeting adjourned at 
6:58 PM.  
 


